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opposed the divorce, and the Pope would not grant it, then
Henry had his own solution. So far as England was con-
cerned, Henry would be King, Emperor, and Pope all in
one; he would be Supreme Head of the English Church, and
his Archbishop of Canterbury should declare him to be still
a bachelor.
Wolsey's failure to achieve any solution on less drastic lines
led to his fall, and More was commanded to fill Wolsey's
place as Chancellor. More tried to avoid the dangerous
honour. Already the King had consulted him on the
divorce question, and he had been unable to accept the royal
view. But when Henry had promised More that in prose-
cuting the matter of the divorce he would use only those
whose consciences were persuaded, while those who thought
otherwise he would use in other business, More had no
excuse for refusing office. The judicial side of his office he
transacted with a dispatch and incorruptibility which,
together with his reputation as a jester, made him one of the
most popular figures of sixteenth-century tradition.
Otherwise his short Chancellorship was a succession of
disappointments and humiliations. The business of the
divorce went on, and with it the King's claim to be Supreme
Head of the Church of England. Finally, on May 15, 1532,
came the event which, if there be any one such event, must
mark the beginning of modern England. The clergy of
England made their submission to the King. It is here that
we should make, if we make it anywhere, the division
between Mediaeval life and our Modern life. The fact that
this division cuts into the middle of a dynasty and of a reign
is all to the good, because it emphasises the fact that you can
mark no deep gulf between Mediaeval and Modern history.
The deepest is here. Within ten years every Abbey in
England had been dissolved, and they were in rapid process
of conversion into gentlemen's country mansions. The
epoch which had begun with the landing of St. Augustine
and his monks in 597 had come to its close. In the Refec-
tory of (shall we say) Northanger Abbey, in 1530, St.
Augustine, the Venerable Bede, Thomas Becket, and
Thomas More might all have felt at home. Nothing except
some slight differences in the pronunciation of their Latin
would have prevented them from understanding each other
perfectly. Ten years after More's death, Northanger Abbey
has just been adapted out of the old monastic remains by